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  Pieces of Learning 

Matching the Research Activity to the Student’s Strongest Thinking Mode 

 

Current brain research indicates that most people tend to favor one or more of the thinking 

processes found in the four quadrants of the brain. The model below indicates the four brain qua-

drants and the type of thinking found in each. Students will be more likely to enjoy and pursue 

those research activities that require the styles of thinking with which they are most comfortable. 
 

Specialized Modes of the Four Quadrants 

 
 
A  THE THINKER 
 
 Quantify 
 Analyze 
 Theorize 
 Conceptualize 
 Interpret 
 Hypothesize 
 
Descriptive & historical research 
Research will be accurate and fact 
based 
 

 
D THE CREATOR 
 
 Fluency 
 Flexibility 
 Originality 
 Elaboration 
 Synthesize 
 
Experimental research 
Original research products 
 

 
B THE MOVER 
 
 Plan 
 Forecast 
 Decision making 
 Problem Solving 
 Organizing 
 Sequencing 
 
Data-based, well organized 
Correlational research 
 

 
C THE NURTURER 
 
 Receive 
 Respond 
 Value 
 Organize 
 Characterize 
 
Case and field studies 
People oriented research 
 

Types of Research 

Student A Likes: Historical research (reconstruct the past) 
   Descriptive research (systematic description) 
   Developmental research (finding patterns of change) 
Student B Likes: Correlation research (discovering relationships) 
Student C Likes: Case and field studies, Group projects 
Student D Likes: Action research to examine change as a result of action (original products) 

Let’s get 

it right. 

We have to 

meet the 

deadline. 

What if we 

did it a new 

way? 

How can 

our data 

help 
others? 


